FROM Starkweather & Associates 

Amendments to the Claims 

! Claims 1 - 9 (canceled). 

s 

Claim 1 0 (previously presented). A vacuum head device for removal of liquid from a 
fabric, comprising: 

a leading portion coupled to the device and configured to penetrate the fabric; 
| a trailing portion coupled to the device and configured to penetrate the fabric; 

an extraction slot formed between the leading portion and trailing portion 
wherein the leading portion includes a plurality of channels extending from a leading 
surface of the leading portion to a trailing surface of the leading portion, and the plurality 
of channels are configured to be in direct physical communication with the fabric when 
the device is in operation. 

5 
j 

| Claim 1 1 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 1 0, wherein the cross 

i 

j section of the leading portion is V-shaped, 

i 

! Claim 12 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the cross 

j section of the trailing portion is V-shaped. 

j 

Claim 13 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the cross 
section of the leading portion is substantially circular. 
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Claim 1 4 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the cross 
section of the trailing portion is substantially circular. 

Claim 15 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, further 
comprising a plurality of contact points disposed between the channels configured to 
apply pressure to the fabric. 

Claim 16 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
fabric is carpet. 

Claim 1 7 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 1 0, wherein the 
leading portion is smaller than the trailing portion. 

Claim 18 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
trailing portion is configured to penetrate the fabric deeper than any other portion of the 
device. 

Claim 19 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
plurality of channels comprise generally rounded profiles. 

Claim 20 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 15, wherein the 
contact points are generally semi-circular. 
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Claim 21 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
leading portion comprises a rod-shaped member. 

Claim 22 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
trailing portion is a rod. 

Claim 23 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
extraction slot extends the entire width of the device. 

Claim 24 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, further 
comprising a sloping member configured to facilitate travel of the device across the 
fabric. 

Claim 25 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
leading portion is smaller than the trailing portion and the trailing portion is configured to 
penetrate the fabric deeper than any other portion of the device, wherein the device 
further comprises: 

a plurality of contact points disposed between the channels configured to apply 
pressure to the fabric, wherein the contact points are generally semi- 
circular and the channels are generally rounded; and 

a sloping member configured to facilitate travel of the device across the fabric. 
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Claim 26 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 25, wherein the 
leading portion and the trailing portion each form a V-shaped cross section. 

Claim 27 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 25, wherein the 
leading portion and the trailing portion each form a generally circular cross section, 

Claim 28 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein the 
plurality of channels is formed with a generally rounded profile. 

Claim 29 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 10, wherein at least 
one of the plurality of channels is generally flannel shaped. 
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Claim 30 (currently amended). A vacuum head device for removal of liquid from a 
fabric, comprising: 

the first member coupled to the vacuum head device and configured to be 
proximate the fabric when in use; 

a second member coupled to the vacuum head device proximate the first member 
and configured to penetrate the fabric; 

an extraction $lot defined by the first and second members, and configured to 
enable extraction of liquid from the fabric; . 

a first and a second contact point, each extending from the first member and each 
configured to be in direct physical communication with the fabric when the device is in 
operatio n, neither contact point on a line orthogonal to the first member: and 

a channel between the first contact point and the second contact point, the channel 
configured to be in direct physical communication with the fabric when the device i$ in 
operation. 

Claim 31 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 30, further 
comprising a sloping member coupled to the device and configured to facilitate travel of 
the device across the fabric. 

Claim 32 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 30, wherein a cross- 
section of the second member is V-shaped. 
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Claim 33 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 30, wherein the 
channel is generally funnel-shaped* 

Claim 34 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 30, wherein a cross- 
section of the second member is generally circular. 

Claim 35 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 30, wherein the first 
and second contact points are generally semi-circular* 

Claim 36 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 32, wherein a cross 
section of the second member is generally V-shaped and wherein the first and second 
contact points are generally semi-circular. 
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Claim 37 (currently amended)* A vacuum head device for removal of liquids from a 
fabric, comprising: 

the a trailing member coupled to the vacuum head device, configured to penetrate 
the fabric, and having a shape that substantially traverses an intended direction of use of 
the vacuum head device; 

a leading member coupled to the leading trailing member thereby forming an 
extraction slot between the trailing member and the leading member, configured to 
penetrate the fabric, and having a shape that substantially traverses an intended direction 
of use of the vacuum head device; and 

a channel extending through the leading member and configured to be in direct 
physical contact with the fabric when the vacuum head device is in operation, wherein 
the channel is oriented substantially parallel to a direction of use thereby permitting 
liquid in the fabric to traverse the leading member. 

Claim 38 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 37, further 
comprising a sloping member coupled to the device and configured to facilitate travel of 
the device across the fabric. 

Claim 39 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 37, wherein a cross- 
section of the trailing member is generally V-shaped. 

Claim 40 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 37, wherein the 
channel is generally rounded. 
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Claim 41 (previously presented). Hie vacuum head device of claim 37, wherein a cross- 
section of the trailing member i$ generally circular. 

Claim 42 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 38, wherein a cross- 
section of the trailing member is generally V-$haped, 

Claim 43 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 38, wherein a cross- 
section of the trailing member is generally circular. 

Claim 44 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 38, wherein the 
channel is generally rounded. 

Claim 45 (previously presented). The vacuum head device of claim 37, wherein the 
leading member i$ generally linear and the trailing member is generally linear. 



9 of 13 



PAGE 11/15 1 RCVD AT 8/5/2005 6:28:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTMFXRF-fi/25 * WDS:2738300 • CSID:8017481030 1 DURATION (mnw$):0244 



